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Winterbourne Parish Council 
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Councillor Maureen Atkinson (Vice-Chairperson)    

 

Councillor Dr Peter Biggins 

 

Councillor Dr Steve Bucknell 

 

Councillor George Shepherd  

 

Councillor Dr Charles Penn  

 

Councillor Roy Judd  

 

Councillor Mari Ostli-East 

 

Councillor Neil Grace 

 

Unitary Councillor Mike Hewitt 
 

Any Parish related inquiries should be made in writing to the Parish Clerk in the first 
instance which will then be brought to the attention of the Parish Council. 

Melanie Thomas, Parish Clerk, Windrush, Kings Paddock, Winterslow, SP5 1RZ. 

 

Telephone: 01980  863802  

Email:         winterbournepc@googlemail.com 

Web site:   http://www.winterbourneparishcouncil.com/  

  

mailto:winterbournepc@googlemail.com
http://www.winterbourneparishcouncil.com/
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Village Link 
 

A magazine produced by the Parish Council three times annually providing news, 

information and items of interest for the Winterbournes. 

 
 

 

Delivery helpers 

 

Heather and George Shepherd, Sue Davis, Peter Post, Jenny Lloyd, Nikki Palmer, 

Isobel Rider, Sue & Don McIntyre, Maureen Homer,  Charles Penn,  Ian Berry-

Bowers, Pam Newton, Ann Howell, Trevor Lewis,  Margaret & Simon Ward, Neil 

Grace. 

 

Deadlines for receipt of items for publication by the editor are: 

July 8th 2017 

November 8
th
 2017 

 

 Items that miss the deadline date are unlikely to be included. 
 

Whilst it would be preferable for items to be emailed, this is in no way compulsory 

and handwritten articles are also welcome.   

 

Email: winterbournevillagelink@gmail.com 

 

From the Editor.. 
 

            As I put the finishing touches to this edition of the Village Link, the sun is 

shining and the spring flowers look magnificent. I hope this is lifting your spirit after a 

dull damp winter. The first community day has taken place. It will be hard to beat last 

yearõs achievement of best kept village, but I hope the same community spirit and 

solidarity will continue through 2017.                              
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Contact Numbers for Wiltshire Council (South) 
 

Main number                      0300 456 0100  

Mincom for hard of hearing            01225 712500 

Automated payments (24 hours)   0300 456 0119 

Blue badges                      01225 713002 

Bus passes (Over 60s and disabled)  01225 713004 

Council tax benefit and housing benefit  01722 434483 

Council tax enquiries            01722 434222 

Childrenõs Services                                         01722 438165 

General enquiries     01722 336272 

Homes 4 Wiltshire     01380 734734 

Household waste collections    01722 434319/434320 

Housing general enquiries    01722 434280 

Leisure centres: 

Amesbury Leisure Centre    01980 622173 

Durrington Leisure Centre    01980 594594 

Salisbury Five Rivers Leisure Centre  01722 339966 

Tisbury Leisure Centre    01747 871141 

Libraries       01225 713000 

Parking       01722 434326 

Planning       01722 434541 

Pest Control      01722 434319/434320 

Recycling/black boxes ð Hills Waste  0845 6032085 

Registration ð Births, Deaths, Marriages  01225 713007 

Roads and pavements CLARENCE  0800 232323 

School admissions     01225 713010 

School special educational needs   01225 718095 

School transport      01225 713004 

Social care ð adults     0300 456 0111 

Social care ð children     01225 773500 

Street care and cleaning   01722434319/434320 

Website                                              www.wiltshire.gov.uk       
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Parish Council 
                

 
Chairman's Report  

 

With the local council elections taking place in May your Parish Council have been 

busy preparing its budget for the coming year and updating its registers and 

information documents in readiness for any changes within the council. 

Community clean up days have begun for 2017 in an effort to keep the parish in tip 

top condition following last year's success in the ôbest kept villageõ competition. The 

first of these was held on Saturday 25th February and thanks to those who braved the 

weather to get the ball rolling. 

Sadly we are unable to do or get everything done we would like due to budgetary 

constraints within Wiltshire Council. Some of our side roads are in need of 

resurfacing, but sadly it is beyond our control and we are constantly told by Wiltshire 

Council there is no funding for doing them. We are undertaking a project this year to 

clear some of the ground at the bottom of the amenity area in an effort to make it 

more accessible and people friendly. During this time it may be necessary to cordon it 

off as a health and safety measure so please bear with us during this period. The 

playground area will of course still remain operational. 

At present the allotments are all occupied, but with tenancy due to renew in April 

there may be vacancies arise so if you are interested in renting an allotment plot please 

inform either Melanie Thomas, our parish clerk, or myself on 01980611343 or 

davebaker22 @hotmail.co.uk.   

Having served on your parish council for ten years, seven of them as chairman, I have 

decided not to stand again at the elections in May. I have enjoyed very much my time 

with the council and would like to thank everyone within the parish for all the support 

I have received during my service. Also a  personal thank you to all those who have 

served with me during that time and a special thanks to Maureen Atkinson for 

everything she has done as vice chairman and to our parish clerk, Melanie Thomas, 

whose hard work and support has been unfailing . I would like to wish all those 

serving on the parish council present and future much success and am certain that you 

will all give them the support they deserve. 

 

David Baker, Chairman, Winterbourne Parish Council 
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The Winterbournes Neighbourhood Plan   
 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

 

Over the winter, the Neighbourhood plan steering group (NPSG) has continued with 

collating the information provided on the completed questionnaires.  The wonderful 

level of response from the community has given the NPSG, and Charles Penn in 

particular, a very large amount of work in extracting information from the responses 

and understanding the communityõs wishes.  In parallel, work has been going on 

evaluating each potential development site set out in the questionnaire and additional 

sites put forward by some residents of the villages.  This has required a lot of detailed 

work, mostly undertaken by Charlie Bruce-White, a former planning officer, and 

discussions on site suitability continue with the various departments in Wiltshire 

Council.  Nearly everything we are doing at present is based upon the views expressed 

in the responses to the questionnaire and in comments made at the village meeting last 

October.  This gives the steering group some confidence that the plan we are 

developing will meet the wishes of the majority of the community. 

We have begun to draft the Neighbourhood plan document. We are aware that there 

is an awful lot of work to do if we are to produce a plan which can influence the 

development of the Winterbournes over the next ten years and which has the support 

of the majority of the community.  In the last Village Link we suggested a timeframe 

for the development of the plan that, in retrospect, was too optimistic.  We now hope 

to complete the draft plan for circulation to the community by the autumn, followed 

by a village meeting a few weeks later to gather feedback.  However, meeting this target 

does not rely entirely upon the NPSG as we will require feedback and assistance from 

Wiltshire Council and other agencies. 

Finally, the chairmanship of the NPSG changed on 1st February.  Mervyn Pannett has 

stepped down after four years in the chair, although he will continue to remain a 

member of the steering group.  Andrew Argyle was confirmed as the new chairman at 

the NPSG meeting in January. 
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Community Days 
 

On Saturday 25
th
 February, volunteers from the village met to do a litter pick plus 

footpath and pavement clearance. We collected about 10 bags of rubbish plus a car 

radiator, 2 large plastic liquid containers, broken barrier, car wheel, part of car tyre 

and a metal shopping basket containing picnic remnants.  Following Storm Doris we 

cleared some pavements of tree debris and also cleared plant debris and overhanging 

ivy from the paved path on the Bank.  Branches and vegetation were cut back and 

removed to open up parish footpath WINT21 that had been blocked for some years.  

We worked from 9am to 12 noon, when we retired to the Winterbourne Arms for 

well-deserved liquid refreshment and chips; paid for by donations from parishioners 

unable to attend on the day. 

Tasks for future community days in 2017 include: opening up the wooded area 

adjacent to the River Bourne at the QEII Field play park, clearing brambles from the 

shrub bed at Summerlug, repainting the green bridge in Tannerõs Lane, cleaning the 

white bridge at Winterbourne Gunner, plus continuing the clearance of footpath 

WINT21.  L itter picking is done on every community day and some dedicated 

parishioners pick up litter on other days!  Everyone is welcome to join in the tasks on 

community days and we always finish with refreshments; usually bacon butties in the 

Glebe Hall.  Suggestions for future projects are very much appreciated.  Please contact 

the Parish Clerk on 01980 863802 or at winterbournepc@googlemail.com. 

 

mailto:winterbournepc@googlemail.com
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About theVillage website 
 

 

 

Our village website is available to all as an instant source of whatõs  

 

Our village website is available to all as an instant source of whatõs happening in The 

Winterbournes and the Bourne Valley villages including: 

¶ Whatõs On &hen, with details of who to contact 

¶ Latest news 

¶ MOVIOLA in the Glebe Hall 

¶ Parish Council info, including 

o Minutes of Parish Council meetings 

o Parish Councillors & contact details 

¶ Neighbourhood Police bulletins 

¶ Timetable for kerbside Rubbish & Recycling collections 

¶ Opening times for Household Re-cycling Centres ð AMESBURY & 

SALISBURY 

¶ Timetable for Mobile Library visits 

¶ And more . . . 

As always, if you would like us to publish any pictures, news, details of past or 

forthcoming events, publicity for your local group or indeed anything that would 

interest readers, please get in touch at: winterbourne@hotmail.co.uk 

 

John Brown Webmaster 01980 611352 

 

About the Glebe Hall website 
 

 

 

 

 

The Winterbourne Glebe Hall has become a very popular venue to hire for  

Å Business Meetings 

Å Training Sessions 

www.thewinterbournes.org.uk  

www.glebehall.org.uk  
 

mailto:winterbourne@hotmail.co.uk
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Å Conferences 

Å Concerts and other Musical Events 

Å Drama performances 

Å Large family celebrations 

Å Wedding Receptions 

Å Childrenõs Parties 

 

The Glebe Hall website is targeted at people looking to compare village halls to hire 

for an Event. 

Did you know that Winterbourne residents are able to Hire the Winterbourne Glebe 

Hall at specially discounted rates? 

 

==================================================== 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Jumble Sales 2017 
 

1
st
 April:  Jumble sale in aid of the Glebe Hall 

20
th
 May: Jumble sale 

9
th
 September: Jumble sale in aid of Salisbury Hospice 

4
th
 November: Jumble sale in aid of the Glebe Hall 

 

Glebe Hall Management Committee 
 

The new year of 2017 has well and truly started, two months gone already. I am 

pleased to report that the Glebe Hall is heavily booked for the coming year and we 

have even started booking for 2018 and 2019. So if you have any plans for any parties, 

anniversaries, weddings etc. that require the Glebe Hall, you will need to book as soon 

as possible.  

Although our finances still remain buoyant, we are continually mindful that the hall is 

reaching its 25th anniversary next year and as such, some of the facilities are in need 

of updating. Increased usage also takes its toll on the facilities despite the constant 

hard work undertaken by our cleaner Janet Singleton and booking clerk Jane Lackey. 

In addition, I would like to thank all those members of the committee who have 

provided practical help to keep the hall running and help reduce our running costs. 

Our fund raising sub-committee under their chair Chris Brown, continue to work 

hard organizing various events that includes another season of Moviola films, which I 

recommend. They also organized a very successful 60õs night in February, which 
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raised £850. A great time was had by all that attended.  Sue Davis has already started 

with her successful jumble sales; the next one in aid of hall funds has been arranged 

for Saturday 1st April. Other events being organized include: the ôopens gardens and 

teaõ on 14th May in collaboration with the Bourne Valley Horticultural Society & 

Gardening Club; family fun day at the Grange 13th August; ôFoodie Fridayõ on 3rd 

November. I would like to take the opportunity to thank the Newbourne Players and 

Bourne Valley Singers who have made donations to Glebe Hall funds from their 

activities. Finally, the Newbourne Players are preparing a ôMurder Mysteryõ on three 

consecutive evenings on May 11th /12th /13th with different endings each night. It is a 

great opportunity for you amateur sleuths to solve the crime over wine and food, 

which will also be provided. They are also introducing a new junior section to attract 

those from 8-16 years old. This exciting adventure will provide youngsters with the 

opportunity to gain a wide range of skills and develop their interests in live theatre. If 

anyone is interested, please contact the Newbourne Players on 01980 619309. 

The hall committee has taken greater steps to control its running costs over 2016, by 

successfully increasing its revenue through additional bookings, introducing energy 

saving measures and reducing its insurance costs through entering a long term 

agreement with our new insurance provider. With a combination of increasing 

revenue, donations and reduction in operational costs, the committee has the 

opportunity to address necessary improvements to this heavily used community 

facility. Together with the parish council we are installing CCTV around the hall for 

added security. It will also enable us to monitor the deliberate damage being caused 

primarily in the car park. The use of the car park continues to cause our clients and us 

on-going problems. Many individuals regard the area as open for general use and 

ignore the signs stating that it is an area for private car parking. Many committee 

members have been on the receiving end of unacceptable behavior from some 

individuals, when asked to observe the car park closure signs. It is worth pointing out 

that when the hall is hired, the car park is included in the agreement and our clients 

have priority parking. Please acknowledge the CLOSURE signs when placed at the 

entrance to Vicarage Road.  

As stated at the beginning, the Glebe Hall will celebrate its 25-year anniversary next 

year and we are planning to mark this occasion with the cooperation of the regular 

user groups. It is envisaged that a number of events will be organised to promote all 

the organizations. This will provide a great opportunity for the local community to see 

and experience the diversity of activities that are on offer in the Winterbourne Glebe 

Hall. 

Graham Lloyd Chairman, Glebe Hall Committee 
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Winterbourne Glebe Hall Prices for Hiring 2017 

 

Vicarage Lane, Winterbourne Earls, Salisbury, SP4 6HA 

Registered Charity 279405 

 

Description Price 

£ 

 

   

Daytime (whole premises) 16.25*  Per hour 

   

Evening (whole premises) 21.50* Per hour 

   

Small Meeting Room** 

(Ron Burton Room) 11.00*  Per hour 

   

Weddings 

(includes 6pm Friday to 10am 

Sunday) 

495.00* 

Additional hours may be 

available at time of booking 

for an extra £15.50 per hour. 

   

Cleaning after wedding 50.00  

   

Cleaning after special events 42.00  

 
*Discount may be available for Winterbourne residents ñ please enquire. 

**Small Meeting Room has self-contained access from outside, also may be available with access 

to kitchen & toilets ñ please enquire 

 

Jane Lackey Booking Clerk 07840887842 janelackey12@hotmail.co.uk website: 

www.glebehall.org.uk. 

Amesbury Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team 
 

 

 Over the last few months Wiltshire Police has rolled out its Community Policing 

Team (CPT) model across Wiltshire and Swindon. Any large scale restructuring is 

mailto:janelackey12@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.glebehall.org.uk/
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naturally likely to have its teething problems but I am delighted to say that so far the 

response has been positive. I extend my thanks to everybody within the community 

for their assistance and valuable feedback, which helps us to continuously improve the 

way we work and ultimately helps us provide the high quality of service you all deserve 

and expect. Partnership work has been incredibly important in this process and we are 

keen to continue, where possible, working in a joined up approach to deliver that high 

standard of service. 

 As we head in to 2017 we can look forward to seeing the results of ongoing 

innovation and investment within Wiltshire Police. Senior leaders within the 

organisation have made a clear commitment to ensuring the workforce is fit and well 

for work and have outlined their dedication to embracing innovation and technology 

so that officers and staff are able to do their jobs serving and protecting the people of 

Wiltshire and Swindon confidently, effectively and efficiently. I would like to reassure 

you that we are working to improve our 101 system. We have made efforts to ensure 

the service you can expect to receive when calling for non-emergencies is high quality 

and we are continuing to work to reduce the time it takes to get through to us. 

 Going forward, as ever, we welcome and encourage your feedback. Wiltshire Police 

is here to serve you and we always want to know where you think we can improve and 

of course where you think we have done well. I wish you all a safe and happy 2017. 

 Current Priorities for Amesbury Rural 

To promote òCommunity Messagingó please see the below link to register. 

Our free Community Messaging service will also help keep you updated about 

policing and crime in your local area https://www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk/ 

 Hare Coursing is a problem at this time of year therefore officers have been ask to 

target their patrols especially at weekends specifically to address this type of crime. 

 Wiltshire Police will be continuing to limit the number of offences by pro-active 

policing and ongoing policing operations in the affected areas. Community intelligence 

is crucial for us to achieve this aim so please continue to tell us if there are things of 

concern going on in your area.   
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Local Crimes in the Bourne Valley 

Overnight of the 

30th into the 1st a 

shed was broken 

into in Porton and 

garden machinery 

was stolen from 

within. 

Overnight of the 1st 

into the 2nd a 

broken down 

vehicle was stolen 

from the A338 at 

Cholderton.  The 

vehicle was later 

found near 

Thruxton.  

Overnight of the 3rd 

into 4th a van was 

broken into in East 

Gomeldon and 

garden machinery 

and cash was stolen 

from within. 

On the 11th 

between 10 and 

12pm a vehicle was 

broken into in 

Newton Toney and 

a messy search was 

made.  It is possible 

that the offender was disturbed as a sat nav was left in position. 

In the afternoon of the 27th a local male was arrested in Porton for drug offences and 

has been bailed to a later date. 
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Crime Prevention Advice 

As you can see above there have numerous vehicle breaks and stolen property from 

within.  Please see below list of tips: 

 Å         Remove sat nav and clean suction marks on the window 

 Å         Make sure car doors, windows and sun roofs are properly closed and locked 

 Å         Remove your stereo if you can, mark it with the vehicle registration number if     

you canõt. 

 Å         Donõt leave valuables like laptops, mobile phones, handbags, credit cards, 

cheque books or vehicle documents in your car. If it is unavoidable - place them in 

the boot and ensure equipment is completely switched off. 

 Å         Leave your glove box open to show there is nothing in it. 

 Å         Leave nothing on show ð you may know that there is no wallet in your jacket, 

but a thief will break a window just to check. 

 Å         If you own a van, make sure you remove tools overnight and display an 

appropriate sign in the rear window making this clear. 

 This link will allow you to check stats in more detail for your area, and all 

surrounding areas https://www.police.uk/  

PCSO Shona Maycock Amesbury Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team 

 

The Mobile Library Times & Locations 
 

Winterbourne Earls ð Glebe Hall ð 9.30am to 10.30am fortnightly on a Friday. 

Winterbourne Earls ð Earls Manor Court ð 2pm to 2.30pm monthly on a Friday. 

Winterbourne Gunner ð Camp ð 3.20pm ð 3.50pm monthly on a Friday. 

 

The Winterbournes are to become a dementia friedly community 
 

If you would like to become a òdementia friendó, or would like more information, 

Please contact Neil Grace on 01980 611939 or Maureen Atkinson on 01980 611311. 

 

 

https://www.police.uk/
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Volunteering 
 

Bourne Valley Link Scheme 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our volunteers provide neighbourly services 

 to those in need in the Bourne Valley parishes of Cholderton, Newton Tony, 

Allington, Boscombe, Idmiston, Porton, Gomeldon, the Winterbournes and 

Hurdcott 

 

We can help with visits to friends and relatives or collecting prescriptions. Transport 

to hospitals, GPs, dental surgeries, hairdressers and shopping are just some of the 

tasks with which we may be able to assist. 

To use the scheme please ring the Co-ordinator on 01980 611117 

 

New Year Party Pictures 
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Clients, supporters and 

volunteers enjoyed a 

great afternoon of 

entertainment by Tracey 

Bain which featured 

music and songs from 

the 1960s to the 1980s. 

The party, which was 

held at the Glebe Hall 

Winterbourne Earls, on 

Saturday 21st January, 

included lively audience 

participation (as 

demonstrated by Cllr 

John Smale) and was 

very well received by 

everyone.  Afternoon 

tea and a well-stocked raffle completed the highly successful afternoon. Many thanks 

to all of those who helped to make this such an enjoyable event.  

 

Coffee Mornings: 

The Memorial Hall, Newton Toney on Saturday 11th March from 10.30 until 12.00 

noon. 

Cholderton village hall on Saturday 17th June from 10.30 until 12.00 noon. 

 

Please help by becoming one of our Link volunteers 

You can choose how much time you can give and what tasks you are happy to 

undertake. Please call the Link number for more information. 

The scheme is a registered charity; volunteers receive expenses only and users are 

asked to donate in a sealed envelope according to their means. 

 

Registered Charity Number 1108029 

www.bournevalleylink.org.uk

http://www.bournevalleylink.org.uk/


                    

Interests and Activities 
 

 

Moviola Night at the Glebe Hall  
 

 

 

 

 

Our season of films began with Absolutely Fabulous in 

January, starring Jennifer Saunders & Joanna Lumley. This was followed by Bridget 

Jonesõ Baby in February, starring Renee Zellweger in the title role. 

 

Dates for your diary are: 

Thurs 23rd Mar òA Street Cat Named Bobó 

Thurs 27th Apr òA United Kingdomó 

Thurs 25th May 

Thurs 22nd June 

 

As we go to press, the final 2 films have not yet been selected, but please make a note 

of the dates and look out for posters around the Village, or on the Village website 

www.thewinterbournes.org.uk. 

 

We are very grateful to Wendy & Trevor who sell our Moviola tickets in the 

Winterbourne Stores & PO. As always, doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm start. There 

will be tea & coffee available, as well as red or white wine by the glass and some soft 

drinks. A selection of ice creams at reasonable prices completes your night at the 

movies. If you havenõt yet been to our film nights at the Glebe Hall, please come 

along & give it a try. 

 

John Brown 01980 611352 

 

 Club Friday 
 

Food ð Fun ð Friendship 

 

Club Friday meets every Friday, less one at Easter and one at Christmas, in the 

Methodist Church Hall, Winterbourne Dauntsey between 10am and 3pm. On arrival 

we have tea/coffee with biscuits/cake and have time to chat, play games, and get to 

know people.  At lunch we serve a two course hot meal with water/soft drinks followed 



 

20 

by a cup of tea.   The afternoon is time for entertainment, activities, crafts and possibly 

a cream tea. Periodically, we arrange an outing perhaps to the sea side or to a local 

museum, garden centre or other place(s) of interest.   At times we all go to a local 

restaurant for lunch.   For a small weekly charge we provide all of this plus transport to 

and from Club Friday. 

 

We started off the festive season in November 2016 with a shopping trip to an 

excellent garden centre in Christchurch, and the following Friday enjoyed our 

Christmas lunch in the Black Horse, Hurdcott.  A week later we held our Christmas 

party before a short break for the Christmas holidays.    

On returning in January 2017, members enjoyed a trip to see Aladdin in Salisbury 

Playhouse.  Later in January Neil Grace came to talk about and display his railway 

Lego motion project. February started with our monthly sale, and then in the middle 

of the month we had a slide presentation from Brian and Maureen Homer; showing 

us the work of Family of Hope, a charity in Uganda initiated by their daughter.   

Maureen and Brian had recently been to Uganda and took many gifts for the children, 

some of which had been donated by Club Friday and the Methodist Church in 

Winterbourne Dauntsey.  On the 24th February, 2017 we had our spring lunch again 

at the Black Horse. 

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 

 

CLUB FRIDAY MUST FIND MORE VOLUNTEER HELPERS TO ASSIST IN 

LOOKING AFTER OUR GUESTS DURING EACH FRIDAY SESSION. 

 

A FEW MORE VOLUNTEER DRIVERS TO COLLECT GUESTS FROM 

THEIR HOMES AND DRIVE THEM TO CLUB FRIDAY FOR 10AM, THEN 

TAKE THE GUESTS HOME AT 3PM.  MOTOR MILEAGE ALLOWANCE 

OF 40 PENCE A MILE IS PAID. 

 

CLUB FRIDAY IS A MOST SATISFYING PLACE TO BE ON A FRIDAY, 

THERE IS MUCH LAUGHTER AND CHATTER - IF THIS APPEALS TO 

YOU PLEASE CONTACT THE ORGANISER, MARY LANE, ON 01722 

712468, OR DROP INTO THE METHODIST CHURCH HALL ON A  

FRIDAY. 

 

Registered Charity Number 1034491 - Founded 1981 

 

Mary Lane 01722 712468 
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Bourne Valley Tuesday Club 
 

As we go to print we are just putting the final touches to our programme for the spring 

and summer. Hopefully the weather will be kind to us this summer as we have several 

outdoor activities planed including a walk around Bentley Woods, a trip to the New 

forest,  a boules evening at the vicarage  and a visit to the lovely  village of Kimpton.  

We also hope to have a couple of very interesting talks from guest speakers including 

an insight into how an orphanage works in China. 

 

All are welcome to join us and the subscription is just £2 each time.  We meet at 

Bourne Valley Methodist church on alternate Tuesdays starting on April 25 at 

7.30pm. 

 

Crispin Bickle 01980 611372   Joy Davey 01980 611857 Lynne Spring 01722 327614 

  

Porton Flower Club 
 

We meet on the second Wednesday of each month at Idmiston and Porton 

Memorial Hall at 7.15pm 

The finale for last year was our Christmas demonstration by Rachel Phillips at the new 

venue of the Glebe Hall. This proved to be a popular event, with the much added 

bonus of the demonstrator being on the stage, so all could enjoy her demonstration to 

the full.   A few very lucky raffle winners went home with her wonderful arrangements, 

to the envy of the rest of us! 

We continue 2017 with a varied and interesting programme, with all beginners being 

helped by the more advanced.   We look forward this month to a visit from Hilary 

Geddie who will be helping us with our own arrangements on the theme òdaffodil 

delight,ó and then demonstrating how to do the following month's arrangements 

entitled "colours of spring". In May our arrangements with be entitled "maypole", June 

is "just roses", and in July we will be our "holiday memories". We look forward to our 

annual meal together later this month.   

If you would like to learn a little more about flower arranging do come along and see 

what we do.  We are a friendly bunch who help and encourage one another; we would 

love a few new members.  Just turn up and enjoy!  Our annual membership fee is a 

mere £10. 

For more information please contact our Secretary, Penny Fleet, on 01980 611815. 

 

Maureen Homer 
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Bourne Valley Singers 
 

We have returned after the Christmas break, (which seems a long time ago) refreshed, 

and enjoying the new programme prepared by Anne our musical director.  We have 

smart new books containing some old favourites along with new songs to work on and 

are enjoying getting back into the routine.  Christmas passed without incident; we 

started the season with a joint concert with the Winterslow Singers and the 

Winterbourne Opera Group. An interesting programme had been arranged and it 

was nice to have some gentlemen present to provide bass and tenor lines. Our slot at 

St. Thomas' Church was changed from the usual Saturday morning to Thursday at 

5pm; however, we did have a good audience and very much enjoyed performing 

there.  The Christmas trees were lovely as ever.  Our slots at the Christmas market 

werenõt ideal being nearly closing time when people arenõt inclined to stand and listen, 

bar a hardy few!  We declined to sing in the band stand, unable to compete with the 

traffic, but stood instead, in splendour, on the Guildhall steps, getting in the way of the 

preparations for a mayoral function later that evening.  Our final outing was to Club 

Friday where we sang some of our Christmas programme to the guests. We had a 

great welcome as usual and had a lovely time afterwards chatting to the guests and 

helpers.    

   We are planning another tea party and concert following the success of a similar 

event last year when we celebrated our 40
th
 anniversary and donated the proceeds to 

the Glebe Hall and Salisbury Hospice (charities the choir has supported for many 

years). The date is the 21st May, a Sunday afternoon, when we shall sing a selection of 

suitable songs! There will, of course be a magnificent tea, prepared and served by 

ourselves. We hope to see you all at the Glebe Hall. Tickets £10 to include the tea. 

Posters out soon and tickets available from Isa 07976436101 or Isobel 01980 611375. 

What a lovely way to spend a Sunday afternoon. 

 

Glenys HollingdaleðSmith 

 

Bourne Valley Historical Society  
 

Winterbourne Memories from the Three Winterbournes, Summer 1950 

 

My first visit to Winterbourne was in 1909, when I accompanied my mother to see 

what was to be our new home.  On that day we had tea with an old lady named Ann 

Yates.  I clearly recall her saying to me, òlittle boy, never take snuff.ó  Soon after this 

we came to Winterbourne to live.  After a few days at my new school, I made two very 

good companions.  Our favourite playground was the now ruined pigeon cote at the 
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Manor House (Winterbourne Earls).  The heavy oak door ornamented with iron 

studs required two of us to push open.  Climbing up the large chalk blocks forming 

the pigeon holes hunting for eggs was great fun.  The owls nested there too.  Skirting 

the boundary wall of the Elms House and the Manor (Winterbourne Dauntsey) was a 

carpet of wild violets. 

The Winterbourne Club days were looked forward to almost as much as Salisbury 

Fair.  The village band leading the Club Members to church impressed the children; 

and again after the service, when the two clubs parted to their respective club rooms to 

sit down to a sumptuous luncheon. (One Club Room was near the entrance to 

Winterbourne Earls Manor House and the other was near the site of the bus shelter 

opposite Winterbourne Stores). The roadside stalls with gaily coloured awnings, from 

which nuts, toffee apples and the like were sold, were well patronised.  The halfpenny 

each water squirts had a ready sale. 

There was the little shop at the corner just beyond the Club Room, kept by Mrs 

Smith.  Her husband was blind.  He always sat on a settle beside the fire and when a 

customer came in he would ring a bell if Mrs Smith happened to be in the garden.  

Sweets were not rationed then.  We could buy bouncers for sixteen a penny, long 

strips of liquorice for a farthing, aniseed balls and pink and white coconut chips.  The 

little old shop, together with other small cottages, was pulled down several years ago. 

Winterbourne was the scene of much activity during the army manoeuvres in June 

1914.  We were allowed out of school to watch the thousands of soldiers marching 

through the village.  The greatest excitement was caused when the dirigible airship 

named, òBetaó flew over.  It landed in the field on which Old Sarum aerodrome is 

built.  We were too young to know that the Great War was soon to follow. 

 

Society Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of each month (except August and 

December) at the new time of 7.30pm in the Glebe Hall, Winterbourne Earls.  

 

Future Meetings and Visits in 2017: 

April 20th:  Dr Francis Burroughes, òA Victorian Head Gardeneró 

April 29th:    Guided visit to Ancient Technology Centre, Cranborne 

May 18th:  Mary South, òLady M. Sex, Smallpox and the Salisbury Connectionó 

June 7th:  Outing by coach, together with Amesbury Society to SS Great Britain, 

Bristol 

Speakers to be confirmed for June 15th, July 20th, September 21st,  

October 19th:  Ian Castle, òSS Great Britain, from Launch to Re-launchó  

November 16th:  Tony Lyons, òThe War Dead of the Bourne Valley.ó 

The Society does not meet in August and December. 
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Membership of the Society is currently £13 per annum and includes attendance at 10 

lectures, plus a monthly Newsletter that includes a summary of the lecture given at the 

previous meeting.  Members also have access to a large archive collection of 

photographs and documents, including full reports on topics of local historical and 

archaeological interest. Visitors may attend up to two meetings for a donation, before 

they are asked to join. Please contact Maureen Atkinson on 01980 611311 or at 

mea@dial.pipex.com for further information.  Website:  

www.bournevalleyhistory.co.uk 

 

COACH OUTING WITH AMESBURY & BOURNE VALLEY HISTORY 

SOCIETIES 

TO SS GREAT BRITAIN, BRISTOL 

WEDNESDAY 7TH JUNE 

NON-MEMBERS WELCOME 

CONTACT MAUREEN ON 01980 611311 

 

Maureen Atkinson 

 

Bourne Valley Womenõs Institute 
 

Winter is said to be over and we can expect some more spring-like weather now.  The 

monthly best bloom competition should start to attract more 

entries, with the advent arrival of the welcome spring flowers.  

Since the last report, we have had a most interesting 

demonstration on the art of carving flowers from a variety of 

vegetables and fruit.  Ken Moxham, well known to many of us, 

became interested in the art while on a cruise and went on 

courses to hone his skill. He showed us how to make some 

lovely arrangements from some very humble fruit and veg.  He 

had photos of arrangements he had made for the Methodist 

Chapel at Easter and we were full of admiration at what he had 

achieved.  The Christmas lunch went very well at the beginning 

of December, closely followed by the Christmas meeting.  This 

year we ôdid it ourselvesõ,  with carols on the Northumbrian Pipes, played by one of 

our members, quizzes, readings of our favourite poems and prose, and some general 

memories of ôChristmas pastõ.  The usual superb tea was provided by members and 

committee.  January, usually a dreary month, was enlivened by a talk from a midwife.  

Mrs Dorothy Cooke, a skilled and high profile member of that profession who gave 

us a thoroughly entertaining account of her travels and experiences.  She is still 
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practising and is a member of 

an inspection panel, which 

enabled her to undertake an 

assignment in the Near East.  

The conditions and treatment 

of women in that area are truly 

appalling. They are very much 

second class citizens (as are 

female visitors!) and have no 

rights at all. She did however 

tell us some hilarious tales of 

her life in the labour ward. She 

also showed us samples of frankincense and myrrh from the East, but sadly, no gold!  

  That brings us to February, and the occasion of our annual meeting. It is also the 

occasion of our 95th birthday celebrated by a birthday lunch at the Barford Inn.   The 

meeting was ably conducted by our president, Jill Bushnell, as she has done 

throughout the year, and the business was soon dealt with. Notices were given of 

various trips and ôhappeningsõ arranged by NFWI and the Wilts. Federation, and then 

the AGM got underway with reports of last yearõs meetings etc.  We heard about 

interesting buttons and how they were used; not only the obvious. Next, was a talk on 

costume jewellery, not all cheap junk, most interesting. There was a visit from two 

delightful Labradors. Next came the resolution meeting which was enlivened by a 

demonstration and practical session on ôDorset buttons and then we were entertained 

by an account of the experiences of a Church organist; gypsy weddings are not to be 

missed!  We heard about sugar (before it was demonised); Mr. Tate and Mr. Lyle 

actually never met.  Once a year we have a speaker from a charity and this time it was 

about treating blindness in Bolivia, a very poor country with very limited medical 

facilities.  A visit to the Falkland Islands came next, with superb photos of the 

landscape and wild life (mainly penguins).  Next yearõs speakers include: ôWild life 

round Salisbury;õ  ôWhat the Bride Wore;õ ôFifteen years as a TV Journalist;õ ôNatural 

Skin Care.õ  Members also attended courses at Denman College, the Wilts. 

Federation Annual Meeting in the Guildhall and group meetings at Laverstock.   

  The president, Jill Bushnell, after doing a superb job during 2016, was re-elected, as 

was the committee. We are a small institute and as such need to fund-raise.  We make 

this enjoyable by involving refreshments.  This year we had a ôpoems and puds.õ lunch 

and a coffee morning.  We also had a stall selling tasty treats and cakes etc. at the Link 

Scheme Christmas coffee morning. We are a small institute and would welcome new 

members. We all help to carry out some of the tasks each month and there is a very 

friendly atmosphere at the meetings.  We meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the month, 
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in the Glebe Hall at 2-15pm. We have a WI notice-board outside the Winterbourne 

PO Stores.  Just come along; you will be very welcome.  

 

Glenys Hollingdale-Smith 

 

Bourne Valley Horticultural Society and Gardening Club 
 

The January social event attracted over 50 people and the feedback showed that 

members and friends had had a happy evening enjoying the food and entertainment. 

We were well entertained by Alycia and friends who sang songs from several West 

End musicals.  

 

Our regular meetings have restarted on the first Thursday of each month at the Glebe 

Hall: 

April 6
th
: Andrew Tolman speaking on topiary.  

The schedule for this yearõs summer show should be available. Also on sale will be the 

fuchsia plug plants needed for the ògrow your ownó class. There will be a limited 

number available at a cost of £1.50. 

May 4
th
: AGM with seed sale.  

May 14
th
: Open gardens afternoon. 

June 8
th
: Mathew Simpson speaking on producing seeds.  

 

We are all invited to join the Salisbury Allotment Association meetings held at the 

United Reform Church in Fisherton Street on 3rd Thursday of each month at 

7.30pm. They offer a good evening in excellent company with a chance to hear some 

interesting speakers. 

 

Happy gardening to all. 

 

Bob Dunster Show Secretary 01980 619121 

 

Winterbourne Opera 
 

It is with sadness Winterbourne Opera announces its 

closure from end February 2017. Winterbourne Opera has 

been well known in the villages of Winterbourne especially 

during the years of performing in the barn at the Grange, 

and also the memorable supper evenings in the Glebe Hall. 
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In recent years the Opera productions moved to more quirky venues such as Carmen 

in the Cattle Market and our last staged production of Faust in the Chapel Night club. 

For a couple of years the membership in Winterbourne Opera has diminished, sadly 

now making the company no longer viable. 

Thank you Winterbourne villagers for your wonderful support over the years; we will 

miss performing for you. 

 

Best wishes to you all. 

 

Isa Gauld 01980 610303 /07976436101 igauld2011@btinternet.com    

 

 Newbourne Players 
 

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the drama group the pantomime, Mother Goose 

was featured in the Glebe Hall last Christmas.  This pantomime was the production 

first put on by past members of the group in 1966. As with the original show, the new 

cast put on a colourful, vibrant, entertaining and humorous series of performances, 

which were well received by all the audiences that attended. The show attracted some 

new talent into the group, which has been most welcomed. Putting on a pantomime is 

very time consuming and requires the input of so many people, not seen on stage.  

The group was blessed in having some invaluable and first class help in areas of 

costume making, scenery painting, ticket sales, front of house and in the technical 

aspects of putting on this show. The committee extends their appreciation and thanks 

to all those people involved. Hopefully, we can continue to attract and encourage 

many more of you to join, to ensure we can put on further productions in the years to 

come. As part of the groupõs policy of helping charities, we donated some of the 

proceeds to the Glebe Hall and the Salisbury Hospice. 

 

We are busy preparing for a ômurder mysteryõ to be performed on May 11/12/13th 

2017. Here you will have the opportunity to step back in time and experience the 

atmosphere of a 1950õs film studio. You will be invited to visit the film set of a new 

British Romantic Comedy called ôA Bittersweet Affairõ being filmed at the British 

Newbourne Film Studios. Here you be able to watch the rehearsals and meet some of 

the stars of the film and possibly participate in the crowd scene later in the evening. 

Over a meal you will be able to discuss the nightõs events with the stars and help solve 

the murder that unfolds during the evening. So when the invitations go on sale, do not 

hold back, as demand for this once in a lifetime event will be frantic. 
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The participation of many young people in the pantomime indicated to us the need to 

encourage and develop them further. We are proposing to start a youth section of the 

Newbourne Players, for those aged between 8-16years.  A ômeet and greatõ afternoon 

was arranged on Sunday 5th March 2017 for young people and parents, to outline 

what was being planned and hopefully encourage all to join. For those not able to 

attend the March meeting, the first youth club night has been arranged for Sunday 

April 2nd. 2017 from 4.30-6.00. All are welcome. In the meantime, if you require 

additional details, contact Dawne Dawes on 07739830724. We can guarantee that all 

participants will enjoy the experience and develop a whole range of new skills. 

 

On December 14th/15th/16th 2017 a further village production is already being 

planned together with a further production in the spring of 2018. 

 

So whether you are keen to tread the boards, help back stage in any capacity or use 

your administrative skills to help run the group, all are welcome. Please contact one of 

the following; Tracy Cooke 01980 619309 or Graham Lloyd 01980 551033. 

 

Graham Lloyd Newbourne Players 

 

Winterbourne Cricket Club 
 

Winterbourne Cricket Club enjoyed another successful season in 2016, with both 

Saturday teams fighting for promotion and the Wednesday team winning the Salisbury 

& District Plate Final. 

The 2017 season looks like being an even busier one now that we have firmly 

established a junior section. We have entered an under 11 boysõ team into the 

Wiltshire League which will play on Sunday mornings and from May we are holding 

an 8 week course on Thursday evenings for boys and girls aged between 5 and 9 who 

would like to get into softball cricket. Anyone wishing to sign up should email 

juniors@winterbournecc.com or see our website for more details. Our pre-season nets 

are in full swing so if any seniors would like to play for us this season, please get in 

touch. As ever we would also welcome any help from people who would like to get 

involved with looking after the ground or umpiring and scoring. Our much needed 

new pavilion project is still ongoing. Any letters of support to help with grant 

applications or anyone willing to make a donation to help raise the £100,000 needed 

to keep the only sporting facility left in the village open, would be much appreciated. 

We have some fundraising events planned throughout the summer to raise money, 

including a quiz night in the Glebe Hall on June 23rd, details of which will be posted 

on our website. Many thanks as ever to all local businesses that sponsor the Club and 



 

29 

those who volunteer their time to keep it going. Please do get in touch if you would 

like to play or help out in any way. 

 

Jamie Harvey Chairman www.winterbournecc.com jamie@winterbournecc.com 

 

 

Churches 
 

Bourne Valley Methodist Church 

Minister: Rev. Steve Hawkes 01722 334833 revdsteve@outlook.com 

Senior Steward: Joy Davey - 01980 611857 

Services are held each Sunday at 10am. Holy Communion is monthly. Occasional 

services as announced. Please see Church notice board for all details. Everyone is 

welcome to join us. 

 

Spring is on the way and we find ourselves, once again, in the season in the churches 

calendar known as Lent. Lent, of course is the time immediately preceding the 

celebration of Easter when Jesus rose from the dead having been cruelly tortured and 

crucified at the hands of Pontius Pilate. The forty days of Lent every year (excluding 

Sundayõs), remind us of the forty days that Jesus fasted in the wilderness, and also they 

remind us of the forty day fasts of both Moses and Elijah as recorded in the Old 

Testament. Pancake Day or Shrove Tuesday, to give it its proper name, is the day 

before Lent begins, but I wonder how many of us really understand what Shrove 

Tuesday is supposed to be about. In our modern times (Iõm sounding old!) 

supermarkets sell pre-packaged ôpancake mixõ so that we can all join in the tradition of 

eating pancakes on Pancake Day. But the question is WHY?  Well, as Iõm sure many 

of us already know, Shrove Tuesday isnõt just supposed to be a time when we enjoy 

eating pancakes, in the same way as most of us enjoy turkey on Christmas Day, it has 

more significance. Itõs supposed to be a day when we use up all of the rich foods in 

our cupboards, such as eggs, fat, flour and sugar in readiness for the ôleannessõ of our 

eating habits throughout Lent. 

Now I do actually live in the real world and I therefore fully appreciate that times have 

changed and that the church as a whole needs to adapt in order to be more accessible 

and (dare I say) attractive to the people in our society today. But I also think that Lent 

gives us an opportunity to reflect on what we celebrate at Easter. These days, 

sometimes weõre encouraged to ôtake something onõ as well as ôgive something upõ for 

http://www.winterbournecc.com/
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Lent. Maybe we could all think and pray about what that something might be. May 

God richly bless us all as we try to remember what Lent is really all about for us. 

 

Yours in Christ 

 

Rev Steve Hawkes  

 

Anglican Parish News 
 

The Vicar: Rev Peter Ostli-East 01980 611350 ostlieast@gmail.com  

  

 Palm Sunday 9th April: Come and join this celebration at the start of Holy 

Week. 9.30am at St Maryõs W Gunner and 11.00am at St Michael & All 

Angels W Earls.  

Palm crosses are given out as we remember when Jesus was welcomed into 

Jerusalem, riding on a donkey, with the crowds waving palm branches in joy!  

                      

Tuesday 11th April 7.30pm, a Reflection on the ôJesus Prayerõ with music, will be held 

in St Nicholasõ church Porton led by Rev Phil Osler ð all welcome.  

 

Maundy Thursday 13th April The day before Good Friday is an opportunity to 

remember the Last Supper that Jesus shared with his first friends and followers, 

before his betrayal and crucifixion. Come to St Michael & All Angels church, 

Winterbourne Earls at 7.00pm for a time to reflect and pray, to participate in foot 

washing (if desired) and to share a meal together on this special evening.  To help 

those preparing the food, please contact Rev Peter Ostli-East to confirm your 

attendance, by Monday 10th April; thank you. 

 

 Good Friday 14th April Everyone is invited to take part in this yearõs walk 

through the Valley, starting at St Nicholas Church, Cholderton at 11.00am. 

We visit all the churches in the Valley, pausing in each to reflect and pray.  

You are welcome to join in for as many stages as you wish, and the walk 

ends at St Michael & All Angels, Winterbourne Earls at approx. 5.00pm with tea, 

coffee and hot cross buns. Look out for posters with more details.  

ôAn Hour at the Crossõ  There will also be quiet, meditative services on Good Friday, 

to pray and reflect on Christõs crucifixion, at 12.00noon in St Maryõs Winterbourne 

Gunner and at 2.00pm in St Nicholas Porton. 

 

 

 

mailto:ostlieast@gmail.com
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Easter Eve ð Holy Saturday 15th April: from 7.00pm, an Easter Vigil. A quiet, 

contemplative vigil in St Andrewõs church Boscombe, preparing for the Resurrection 

morning. Join us for the evening, or stay all night. We will then travel together to join 

the Easter Dawn service at Salisbury Cathedral. Prior booking will be essential, so 

please contact Simon Dawson, by email at:  mail@simondawson.com or call:  07825 

408804 for more details.  

 

Easter Day 16th April     

Come and celebrate Jesus Christõs Resurrection at the Churchõs great festival of the 

assurance of eternal life for all who believe in Jesus as Godõs Son, and who live as his 

followers. None of us do this perfectly, but we can all know Godõs love and 

forgiveness as we welcome his Holy Spirit, and seek to work together for the growth of 

his kingdom of love and peace.  

Easter Services at 9.30am in St Andrewõs Newton Tony, St Nicholas Porton and St 

Maryõs Winterbourne Gunner and at 11.00am in St Nicholas Cholderton, St 

Andrewõs Boscombe and St Michael & All Angels Winterbourne Earls. 

 

Bring the family, and together letõs worship the Risen Lord! 

 

Like Easter Eggs...? Come and hunt for them at your local Church!   

 

This is the time of year when each Church of England Parish holds its Annual 

Parochial Church Meeting, to which all Parishioners (i.e.: everyone who lives in the 

Parish) and all on the Churchõs Electoral Roll of that Parish, are invited.  At these 

meetings we elect Churchwardens and PCC members, review the past yearõs activities 

and look ahead to what the future may hold... do come along!  

  

St Maryõs Winterbourne Gunnerõs APCM will be immediately after the 9.30am 

service on Sunday 23rd April in the Church. 

St Michael & All Angels Winterbourne Earlsõ APCM will be immediately after the 

11.00am service on Sunday 23rd April in the Church.  

 

Remember, the Churches are here for YOU, and need your presence and support if 

each Parish Church is to flourish and remain viable. 
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Not just Sundaysé    everyone is welcome to all our Church services and events: 

 

Prayers at 5.00pm (for approx. half an hour) first and third Mondays of each month 

in St Michaelõs W Earls.        

Wednesdays 9.30am Holy Communion in St Michaelõs W Earls.  

 

Please contact the Priest in Charge, Revõd Peter Ostli-East on 01980 611350 or by 

email at: ostlieast@gmail.com or speak to a Churchwarden or any PCC member, for 

more information about activities at the Anglican churches in the Bourne Valley.   

You can also visit our Team website at: www.bournevalleychurches.org.uk and please 

let us know your thoughts, ideas and comments. 

  

Petanque aka boules  

As the evenings get lighter, why not come and enjoy a game of 

Petanque at the Vicarage (W Earls) on a warm Sunday 

afternoon!!?  Give us a ring to check itõs on, and bring a bottle 

and some nibbles, if you wish, to help create a friendly French 

ambience in the Bourne Valley. All ages welcome ð no 

previous experience needed!  Call Peter or Mari on 01980 611350 for more 

information... all equipment, and playing instruction, provided! 
 

Peter Ostli-East 

Letter from the Vicarõs Wife Mari... 

Humour is a powerful force. I once saw a sign that said òIf it makes you laugh, buy it 

or marry it.ó It didnõt seem like bad advice. Laughter is very good medicine, but our 

sense of humour, like so many of our characteristics, is unique to us. I know that 

ôFawlty Towersõ and ôDadõs Armyõ are thought to be the funniest and most 

remembered TV programmes, but they never did much for me.  I am an immigrant, 

after all, so maybe my funny bone is tickled in different ways and, believe me, I do try 

to control mine...! 

I saw a greeting card recently of two older people in bed. The wife was saying to the 

husband, òI know youõre very excited, dear, but remember the sooner you go to sleep, 

the sooner the bin men will comeó.  That really made me laugh, perhaps because I 

identify with the ridiculous position of being so happy that the green bin will be 

emptied and I can fill it again. I know, òget a lifeó but it is my life... 
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There are two approaches to life: anxiety and optimism. One will make you dread 

tomorrow, and the other will help you to welcome it; whatever your circumstances. 

When you find yourself in a dark place there is nothing wrong with seeing God as a 

comfort blanket. Remember that He loves you, and understands the situation you find 

yourself in, even if it is one of your own making. God never leaves us. Too often we 

ignore Him and fail to remember that òall things are well, and all things shall be welló. 

We only find a light at the end of the tunnel if we are looking for light. God never 

promised us a rose garden and, if my attempts to make a rose garden are anything 

thing to go by, I didnõt understand something vital about the process anyway. 

We all have only a limited understanding, both of God and ourselves.  We are often 

caught up with our own problems, and our own solutions, which can involve assuming 

people behaving in ways that are never going to happen. I am more than happy to talk 

with you about the grimmest of circumstances, and find a way for you to know that 

God is with you, to comfort and protect you, and to find a way forward knowing that 

He, understanding all our circumstances, wishes us nothing but good. If only we were 

as generous to ourselves. 

Bless you, 
 

Countryside Matters 
 

Airbourne Abundance 
 

By the time you read this some of our large colourful butterflies will have begun to 

come out of hibernation. The first are the sulphurous brimstones, followed by the 

peacocks with their bold eye markings, commas with their ragged wing margins and 

small tortoiseshells with sparkling blue dots along the lower edge of their rust wings. 

Initially they will come to flowers for nectar then in a few weeks turn their attention to 

nettle beds on which to lay eggs. On hatching they will provide food for the caterpillars 

- those of the peacock black and spiny forming exposed colonies, compared with the 

yellow and black tortoiseshell caterpillars clustered in silken tents for safety. Look 

carefully along the hedgerows particularly behind the old rectory on Figsbury road and 

bordering the track to Figsbury Ring. These will become gorgeous fresh butterflies in 

June and July by which time their parents will be dead.  
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By then, with warm weather, southerly winds and good fortune, the beautiful painted 

ladies will have appeared, though not emerging from local hibernation sites, but 

originating from breeding grounds as far away as West Africa. Recent research 

involving radar tracking and thousands of observations has revealed this remarkable 

annual migration of these butterflies from tropical Africa to the Arctic Circle and back, 

a journey of 9,000 miles involving at least 6 successive generations. Huge numbers 

may be involved; for example in 2009 an estimated 11million flew north over the UK 

and 6 million were detected on the southerly return migration, often flying at an 

average height of 500m, too high for us to see, at speeds reaching 30mph in 

favourable winds.  Those that alight here feed and produce a new generation 

contributing to this amazing phenomenon. If and when you see a painted lady in your 

garden this summer just ponder the story unfolding before your eyes. 

 

Believe it or not, another mass dispersal by a much smaller insect, but involving much 

larger numbers, occurs in most years around the Winterbournes. This is the summer 

flight of the minute cereal thrip which breeds on the wheat and barley fields around 

our villages. Adult females emerge in April from overwintering sites in tree bark and 

hedgerows to lay their eggs on the young cereals. During summer the immature stages 

feed on developing cereal ears, reaching maturity in July and August. Only females 

can fly but having mated, huge numbers launch themselves into the air to be blown 

and dispersed to feed on other suitable grasses and eventually settle in hibernation 

sites. In favourable years up to 100 million will leave a typical 10 hectare wheat field 

each day as the crop ripens. Relatively few of these become a nuisance on widows and 

picture frames. Others annoyingly activate fire alarms in hospitals and dairies, but the 

vast majority just drift away on their delicate fringed wings to survive and repeat the 

cycle next year. 

 

As you sit in your garden or stroll around the fields in 2017 consider the abundant, 

but invisible wildlife in the sky above you - just wonderful! 

 

Trevor Lewis 

 

The best laid plans of (church) miceéé. 
 

This is the best time of year to visit St Edwardõs churchyard, as the spring flowers are 

in full bloom.  Soon the grasses and other stronger plants will take over, providing safe 

cover for a range of creatures.  There is plenty of evidence that mice and other 

rodents of similar size abound, some living inside the box tombs and crypts.  As a 

keen vegetable gardener, and living next door to the churchyard, I am acutely aware of 
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the prevalence of mice who will consume all bean and corn seeds as they germinate 

unless the seedlings are allowed to establish in a safe zone before planting outside. 

                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 é.and hené. 
On the subject of safe zones, those of us 

who keep hens or other poultry have 

been operating under a DEFRA imposed 

òprotection zoneó for the past three 

months.  To prevent the spread of a new strain of bird flu (known as H5N8), birds 

had to be kept indoors, or as a minimum protected from contact with wild birds.  Flu 

is basically a virus of birds ð it is generally found in the gut of aquatic birds where it 

usually doesnõt seem to cause much of a problem, but occasionally some of these 

strains spread across to other birds. When this happens in poultry the effect can be 

devastating as the virus can be lethal. As we all well know, flu virus strains can also 

develop into strains that infect mammals (particularly pigs, horses and humans).  

However, this particular H5N8 strain has no record of causing human illness, and the 

measures that were imposed in December were to protect our poultry industry from 

the costly damage that would result from infection of their flocks.  Ours have spent 

time in the fruit cage, and then the polytunnel where they consumed everything 

growing! 

After 3 months the rules have now been relaxed for most parts of the country (though 

not all), and we can allow our hens out into fenced runs, subject to a number of rules 

such as keeping their food and water under cover (see 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/avian-influenza-bird-flu-in-winter-2016-to-2017 

for updated information).   The risk has not changed ð H5N8 is still present in the 

UK. It is probably a question of economic balance as after 12 weeks of confinement 

birds and their eggs can no longer be described as òfree rangeó, and this would have a 

big impact on many poultry and egg producers.   

It is not clear what will happen now.  Maybe we need a flu jab for hens ð ours came 

with a vaccination certificate covering 11 diseases, but flu was not one of them! 

 

Charles Penn 
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Hurdcott Weather 
 

2015 ended  mild,  windy  and  wet  due  to  storm  FRANK; then 2016 arrived with a 

frost, but generally the month was unsettled with many wet days, 18.3mm on 10
th
 out 

of a total of 135.4mm rain. Storm GERTRUDE blew in on 29th and it was -7°C on 

20th. Storm HENRY heralded the arrival of February 1st and storm IMOGEN 

arrived on the 8th. The first half of the month was mild and unsettled with 18.9mm 

rain on 6th. The second half was much drier with a few frosts. It was -6°C on 16th and 

25th and a total of 70.6mm rain fell. Storm JAKE, with hail and thunder, came on 

2nd March, remaining unsettled for 9 days and 18.6mm rain fell on 8th. The middle 

of the month was dry with some frosts; -6°C on the 8th was the hardest frost of the 

month. The last week was wet and storm KATE came on 27th with 30.9mm rain. 

March had a total of 79.1mm. April had precipitation on many days, there was 9mm 

on 10th but the total rainfall was only 54.5mm. There were a few frosts with -3 °C on 

28th. There was a frost on 1st May followed by many dry and some hot days, reaching 

24°C on 7th and 8th. Only a few wet days; 13mm on 10th, 11th and 31st and 14.8mm 

on 22nd. There was thunder on 18th. The total rainfall was above average at 81.4mm. 

June began dry with some hot days 25°C on 5th, 6th and 8th. The rest of the month 

was dull and wet with thunder on 16th accompanied by 17.1mm rain and on 25th. 

The total rainfall was 73.7mm. All change for July; there were some hot days and very 

hot days. It reached 31°C on 19th. There was some rain and showers, but only 

18.2mm rain in total. August began wet with 21mm rain on 1st. The rest of the month 

was drier again with some hot and very hot days; it reached 29°C on 24th. Total 

rainfall was 37.5mm. September was a mixed bag with many days of light rain and 

some hot days. It reached 27°C on 13th, triggering thunder and again on 15th without 

thunder. There was below average rainfall of 45.7mm rain. October was another 

month of below average rainfall with 23.5mm on 15th out of a total of 42.5mm and 

getting cooler. November was mainly dry until storm ANGUS blew in on 19th with 

31.1mm rain and a further 25mm on 21st. There was a return of some frosts with -7°C 

on 30th and above average rainfall of 99.8mm total. December started cold with a 

hard frost of -8°C on 1st. A few more frosty nights during the month and it reached -

5°C on 28th and 29th. Storm BARBARA came on 23rd and we felt the tail end of 

storm CONNOR on 25th but there was very little rain, just 12.2mm in total. 

 

In summary, 2016 was a year of two halves; January to June was very wet with about 

500mm rain, July to December was drier with 250mm rain and an overall near 

average of 750mm for the year. 

 

George Shepherd 
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Young Winterbourne 
 

Bourne Valley Explorer Scout, Scout, Cubs and Beaver Groups 
 

 

 

 

 

Christmas seems in the long ago past now that the nights are drawing out and the 

weather getting warmer doesnõt it? However I canõt let it go by without thanking 

everyone who supported the Scout Christmas postal service, whether you sold stamps 

for us, bought stamps or delivered the post all over the Bourne Valley, we THANK 

YOU from the bottom of our hearts. The Scout Postal Service is one of our main 

fund raising activities and allows us to offer exciting programmes and activities to all 

our members and still have one of the cheapest subscription rates of local groups. 

Group Events 

Since my last report the group has had several group events. Remembrance Day 

church parade was the first and there were Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers and 

Leaders on parade at St Nicholas, Porton and St Michaelõs in Winterbourne. The 

next was our group Christmas party, an event not restricted just to our young people, 

all the family are invited to join in the festive fun and refreshments and at the same 

time pick up the Christmas post for their local area! Killing 2 birds with one stone 

comes to mind! In January over 50 of us celebrated Burns night in the Glebe Hall. 

The food and entertainment was excellent and the dancing that finished off the 

evening made all those delicious puddings which had followed the soup, Haggis, 

neeps and tatties totally guilt free! I have just returned from our latest group activity the 

Pinewood Derby race day which is open to the whole family. All the òracing driversó 

have been busy over the last few weeks making and decorating their racing cars from 

the special kits ready for race day when they are raced down a special track. The aim 

is to find the fastest car of the day! Certificates, trophies and medals are awarded to 

the 1st, 2nd and 3rd winners in each class. Lots of homemade cakes and biscuits, tea, 

coffee and soft drinks fuelled the car drivers; the cars just needed gravity and the best 

aerodynamic shape.  

 

 

Beaver Scout News  
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Since Christmas the Beavers have òmoved onó 5 of their eldest members to the Cub 

Pack and have welcomed 7 new recruits from the waiting list who have been busy 

during the last 2 months finding out all about Beaver Scouting ready for making the 

promise at their Investiture.   

January is the time for the annual district party; the theme this year was Australia and 

all things Australian. Eight of our beavers attended the party where they made 

boomerangs and hats with corks, tried their hand at aboriginal art, raced with the 

kangaroos, played a traditional Australian game, listened to stories and sang songs. 

The afternoon finished by trying some Australian food, not bad for 3hrs! 

At the end of January there was a joint meeting of beavers and cubs, during the 

meeting the beavers and cubs celebrated some more, this time Chinese New Year, the 

year of the Rooster. At the end of the meeting 4 beavers, said goodbye to the colony 

and òswum up the riveró to cubs.   

Other activities at colony meetings have included a log chew which could be about 

anything, but in this instance the young people told the leaders what they would like to 

do in 2017; this helps us with our planning. We got into the party mood by making 

kangaroo masks and then playing kangaroo racing.   

At the same time as welcoming the new recruits the beavers have started working 

towards the air activities badge; so far they have made and flown paper aeroplanes, 

found out a bit about flying in an aircraft and designed their own aircraft with a special 

feature that didnõt include weapons of destruction of any kind (a challenge for many of 

them)! 

Akela on behalf of Redwood/Pete. 

 

Cub Scout News 

 

A new year and time for movement between the sections; three of our oldest cubs 

moved up to Idmiston Scouts at the end of January, during that ceremony I was able 

to award one of the cub scouts with his Chief Scout silver award. This is the highest 

award a cub scout can be presented with; a significant achievement and shows real 

commitment to scouting activities, challenges and values. At the beginning of January 

we welcomed 7 new cubs, 4 from the beaver colony and 3 from our waiting list, as well 

as taking part in pack activities they have been learning all about cub scouting ready 

for their investiture. 

The spring term is a busy time for the cub pack with four district events between 

January and March. The first of these was the scrapheap challenge where teams of 6 

cubs from each pack are challenged to make models from recyclable materials only. 

The theme this year was the film òA Night in the Museumó. Our team of six 

constructed a museum complete with a dinosaur and were judged the winners. This 

meant that we were invited to represent the district at the county competition at the 
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beginning of February. The theme this time was a scene from the sequel to the current 

Lego Batman movie. The team of 6 decided on òThe Attack of the Droidsó and their 

model was once again judged to be the best. As well as being the best modellers they 

were also on their best behaviour and I was proud to be their leader. 

The second competition was the 5-a-side football tournament. The team of six played 

really well and scored 8 points in their league which meant they were the runners up 

so qualified to play in the semi-finals. Once again they played well but narrowly lost 

the match 2-1. A fun 

afternoon enjoyed by all, 

not least the leaders ð 

the cubs were so well 

behaved it was a 

pleasure to spend the 

afternoon with them. 

With the football behind 

us the chess players in 

the pack started to 

practice for the third 

district competition, the 

chess tournament. By 

the time you read this 

the competition, which is 

organised by Round 

Table in collaboration with the Salisbury chess club, will have been held.  

The list of activities we have covered this term so far are impressive and include 

preparing for the various competitions we have entered, playing outdoors, learning 

about tracking signs, making pictures using natural things and exploring their senses, 

Chinese New Year and most recently working for the home safety badge. An evening 

at Durrington swimming pool as well as being loads of fun was preparation for the 

fourth and last district activity, the swimming gala which takes place at the end of 

March.  

Akela/ Shirley 

 

Idmiston Scout Troop News  

 

The troopõs focus for the past few weeks has been very much on completing elements 

of our training programme and progressing our senior scouts on their way to achieving 

the Chief Scoutõs gold award. In February we were very pleased to be able to award 

this to two of our number, just in time for them to move onto the Explorer Scout unit. 

The target is to achieve another six before the end of the summer. 
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We have had time to fit in a bit of fun as well and Shrove Tuesday, as always, was a 

great excuse to spend an evening throwing pancakes around the Memorial Hall. The 

usual selection of revolting toppings also made an appearance (there can be only one 

real topping ð sugar and lemon), although no reports of upset stomachs. 

In early February, nine of our scouts were lucky enough to be selected as part of the 

Salisbury District shooting squad and represented the District at the Wiltshire scout 

shooting competition. Three of them, Zac, Ben and Jake, were in the team that took 

the honours shooting from the sitting position and went on to come second overall. 

We have high hopes for next year. 

Ian Jack/ Scout Leader 

 

Figsbury Troop News 

Figsbury troop meet on a Tuesday night in term-time in the Glebe Hall, 

Winterbourne Earls from 7.30pm ð 9pm. If you are a young person between 10 ½ 

and 14 years, enjoy a wide range of activities and the outdoors we have spaces in our 

fun troop available immediately. 

This term the troop has been concentrating on the skills challenge badge; including a 

healthy lifestyle. We started off with improving fitness. At the beginning of each 

meeting, for 6 weeks, the scouts did circuit training for 10 minutes. The aim was to 

improve on their scores and I am pleased to say that they all achieved the aim by the 

end. At the same time the scouts looked at healthy eating and sleep, all parts of a 

healthy lifestyle. As part of another badge, this time the creative activity badge, the 

scouts made time lapse videos out of Lego; very interesting they were too.  

Being an active troop, the scouts have also taken part in a number of district 

competitions, last autumn the Grose Trophy, an incident hike, where the scouts hike 

between bases and at each base are challenged to do something: erecting a tent 

blindfold; tying knots; map skills; lighting fires. Then there was the Cube, where 

instead of a hike the bases have been developed on the theme of the TV show by the 

same name. Very recently they had a day of making model Scaletric cars and then 

racing them round a conventional track; great fun. Even more recently at troop 

meetings the scouts have been constructing go karts which they will be racing at Old 

Sarum shortly. 

  

If you think all this sounds like a lot of FUN and you would like to JOIN US please 

telephone me: Shirley Tizard Scout Leader 07749895537. 

 

Explorer Scout News  

The Explorer unit has enjoyed a productive and fun filled start to the year. Having 

finished off 2016 with a sit down Christmas roast dinner for 20 people, they have 

moved into 2017 with healthy 30 active youth members. This term they have decided 
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to focus on learning life skills. They have learned emergency first aid and how to 

change a bulb and plug. They also have a car maintenance evening lined up, where 

they will learn to top up oil and change a wheel. 

On the 20th January they helped at the groupõs Burnsõ Night, serving the 60 people 

who came and supported the event before joining in with the Scottish dancing towards 

the end of the evening. Thank you to all the people who came to this fund raising 

event. 

The unit have also had a go at preparing and cooking game birds, hiking in the dark, 

cooking pancakes over candles, playing wide games outside and other games inside. A 

few evenings this month have been joint activities with Explorers from Bulford, a 

smaller unit who wanted to enjoy some evenings with more people. Fun and games 

were had by all. 

A selection of the Explorers went to help with wood conservation last weekend; 

cooking over an open fire and helping clear sections of the wood to encourage new 

growth and a healthy forest.  

This summer, the Explorers are going on a weekõs camp in South Wales, where they 

plan to take part in numerous activities as well as spend some time on the beach 

(fingers crossed for warm weather)! 

 

Although the unit has three committed leaders, a fourth leader would be welcomed to 

help with the evenings and camping events. If you are interested in joining the team 

and supporting active youth please contact Wen at owenaarcher@btntnernet.com; 

thank you. 

 

Shirley Moores Group Scout leader 01980 611614 

shirleyamoores1953@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Winterbourne Rainbows 
 

 

 

 

mailto:owenaarcher@btntnernet.com
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In January we welcomed four new Rainbows who will take their promise in April. In 

October we went to Tesco Extra and learnt lots about how our food gets from the 

farm to the shop and had a look behind the scenes too. It is called the ôFarm to Fork 

Trailõ. The 2 community champions, Lorna and Gilbert, were lovely with the girls and 

gave us lots of information. The girls had a great time and were really interested in 

everything. The girls also had a chat with the store manager who told us that there 

were 500 people working there. Gilbert took us to the bakery and the cold store room 

which was very chilly at minus 22 degrees! We only stayed in there very briefly.  

The girls all received a badge and we had an email from Lorna and Gilbert who said:- 

ôIt was really nice for us to hear our store manager give 

us such positive feedback about the behaviour of your group, you and 

the Rainbows should be proud.õ 
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In November we had our Bourne Valley District Rainbow party when Rainbows from 

Alderbury and Winterslow joined us and we had a fantastic time. Magic Jack (shown 

here with Harriet) was very funny; he did some great magic tricks which all the girls 

loved. 

The balloon modelling animals also went down very well (see Lucy with a balloon 

lion!). 

This term we have been working 

towards our ôbe healthyõ 

roundabout badge. We have 

learnt to do Eastern 

Mediterranean dancing with Alison who after 

she had shown us some dance steps, put us 

into groups where we made up short dances to 

show to the other Rainbows. We all wore hip 

scarves. The Rainbows also have been 

learning about keeping our eyes healthy and we made some funky 

glasses (see Amelia right). 

 

 

 

On the 26th February the entire District gathered together for a fun afternoon at 

Pitton primary school to celebrate World Thinking Day and some of the girls wore 

their uniforms to school on the 22nd February, the official date for World Thinking 

Day. The Rainbows will be having a pyjama party before Easter and also a District 

outing to LEGOLAND . 

 

If you wish to add your daughter to the waiting list you need to go to JOIN US at 

www.girlguiding.org.uk and register your interest. 

 

.Jane Lackey (AKA Willow) 
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1st Winterbourne Brownies 
 

This term we have welcomed five new Brownies to the pack along with Dawn, our 

new unit helper who is now known as Sparkle Owl.  Weõve also been lucky enough to 

have Clare help on a regular basis, a busy lady, helping both brownie packs within the 

village. 

Weõve continued to work towards gaining more body sections of our rustle bustle and 

squeak caterpillar badges.  We have done decoupage on 

bird shaped boxes to create our own new species and learnt 

some new DIY skills whilst making bee houses to 

gain a special desirable dens body section. 

 

 

 

Last week, one of the Dads came to our meeting 

with his telescope and the Brownies were able to 

see the moon in great detail along with the planet 

Venus.  They have learnt to identify a number of 

constellations, understand why the moon appears 

to be different in the sky each night and found 
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information on all of the planets in the solar system.  Making the constellations from 

marshmallows and cocktail sticks was a favourite activity. 

 

 

 

 

Weõve attended the District World Thinking Day event along with Rainbows, 

Brownies and Guides from Bourne Valley District.  The Brownies spent the 

afternoon dancing, singing, planting seeds and doing other crafts following the 

WAGGS (World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts) Thinking Day 

programme for this year.  Some of our Brownies have also attended the South West 

England Region Roadshow at the sea life centre in Weymouth. 

For the rest of this term we will be finishing our stargazer badge and enrolling our new 

girls. Various outings include:  attending the special showing of Beauty and the Beast 

at the Odeon next Saturday for girlguides; LEGOLAND  along with 2000 other 

Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Senior Section at the beginning of April (over 100 

from our District will be attending). 

 

We meet at the Methodist Church Hall on Thursday evenings.  If you would like to 

put your daughter on the waiting list for Brownies, please contact Sarah (Brown Owl) 

on 01980 610743, winterbournebrownies@outlook.com or register via the Girlguiding 

website:(http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get_involved/volunteer/register_your_interest.as

px) 

 

Sarah Laver (Brown Owl) 01980 610743 

 

 

2nd Winterbourne Brownies 
 

January started with a very enjoyable visit to the Playhouse to the pantomime, Aladdin. 

We then went on to make bird pudding in preparation for the annual RSPB big 

garden birdwatch survey. This requires us to record the number of birds visiting our 

gardens in an hour. Jo and Annie also brought their five guinea pigs along to a 

meeting; the girls really enjoyed cuddling the furry beasts and learning how to care for 

them properly. We have also welcomed Gary and his guide dog, Yoko, a black 

Labrador retriever cross who was a great hit with the girls. Gary gave us a very 

interesting insight into how guide dogs are trained and matched with their owners. 

Yoko has given Gary his independence allowing him the freedom to walk safely into 
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town and other places in safety. This has allowed us to complete part of the friend to 

animalsõ badge 

 

 February 22nd is a most important day in the girlguide movement, when we 

remember the joint birthdays of our founder, Lord Baden Powell, and his wife. We 

attended a special service at St Maryõs to commemorate the occasion. Each Brownie 

had a part to play in the service.  Later, we joined many other Rainbows, Brownies 

and Guides for a district event in Pitton. This took the form of activities all with a 

growing theme; everyone received a tree shaped badge.  Currently we are making 

cards for Mothering Sunday, learning first aid skills and making a mosaic. 

 

If you would like to put your daughter on the waiting list for Brownies, please contact 

Snowy Owl on 01980 611376 or register via the Girl guiding website 

(http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get_involved/volunteer/register_your_interest.aspx) 

The 2nd Winterbourne Brownies meet every Monday during term time in the 
Glebe Hall. 

 
Heather Shepherd (Snowy Owl) 01980 611376 

 

 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get_involved/volunteer/register_your_interest.aspx


 

47 

 

Winterbourne Earls Church of England Primary School 
 

 

 

2017 has well and truly started here at Winterbourne Earls CE Primary 

School and all the children have settled down well after the excitement of the 

Christmas holidays.  The weeks of this term are whizzing by and soon we will be 

starting to think about Easter.  However, we have an action packed planned term 

ahead before then. 

 

Figsbury Challenge April 1st 2017 

The Figsbury Challenge is an annual sponsored run (5k, 3k or 1k) which will take 

place this year on April 1st.  This event has been running for over 20 years and is a 

fun and well attended social occasion in both the school and local community 

calendar and we hope to see as many of you as possible on the day. The main 5k 

route starts with a ¾ lap of the school playing field, then down the footpath to the field 

and along the path outside the old vicarage to Figsbury Road. The route then turns 

right under the railway bridge and up the hill to Figsbury Ring. There will be a water 

station up at the top. Runners circle the outside of the ring then back down to the 

school, ending in the finish funnel, where times will be recorded. There will be water 

available at the school at the start and finish. Please note this is a multi-terrain run, so 

runners should prepare and dress accordingly. You can register for the 1, 3 or 5k 

events in advance. Please email figsbury@gmail.com for more information. Entry fee 

is £5 for primary aged children and £10 for all others. The Registration desk will be 

manned from 12.00 noon at the school. Your race number will be allocated when you 

register or will be ready for collection on the day if you pre-registered. The junior 1k 

run (school years Reception, Years 1 and 2) will start at 1.00pm with a warm up at 

12.40pm. The 3k run (school years 3, 4 and 5) will start at 1.30pm with a warm up at 

1.10pm.  The warm up for the 5k run (year 6 and older) will start at 2.00pm, and the 

race will start promptly at 2.15pm.  Please register in plenty of time and donõt leave it 

until the last minute, registration will close 30 minutes prior to the race starting. 

Children in the 1 and 3km race will receive a T-shirt courtesy of Bourne Valley 

Nursery on a first come first serve basis.  Every finishing runner will receive a medal 

sponsored by W Carter & Sons Jewellers.  Results will be available as soon as possible 

after the last runner finishes and presentations of winners trophies will begin by 

3.15pm. Refreshments will be available from 12.00pm. Please note that there is no 

parking available at the school. There will also be various stalls and entertainment 

during the afternoon with a Raffle and much more. 
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Good luck with collecting SPONSORSHIP. Money collected will be divided between 

the school and Cystic Fibrosis Trust and Pulmonary Hypertension Association 

Charities. Thank you.  Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to 

contact the organiser of the Figsbury Challenge on the above e-mail.  Good luck and 

we hope you enjoy the day.   

 

Art Project ð òA Library of Ideasó 

We hope many of you managed to pop into the town library to see our artwork that 

was entered into the local Art Project òA Library of Ideasó.  Peter Riley (Curator of 

the Young Gallery) made a òtree of booksó with help from local children to set up this 

project.  We were extremely proud of the effort of all our children and enthusiasm for 

the project.  It was displayed alongside work from other local schools from 11th 

February. Due to its popularity the project was extended to 17th March. 

 

Writing Week ð Whereõs Wally? 

The whole school took part in a weekõs long writing project that began with all 

members of staff dressing up as characters from òWhereõs Wally?ó   Monday morning 

worship kicked off the week, with a visit from Wenda, who was worried about Wally 

as he had lost his important diary with all his memories in it; she asked for the 

childrenõs help by looking at all his pictures and writing what had happened to him on 

all his adventures. 

 

Book Week 

We are currently in book week with the focus this year on poetry. The week started 

with school assembly incorporating a poetry performance by staff and some children.  

In the afternoon, children enjoyed a carousel of activities including descrambling well-

known nursery rhymes, learning skipping rhymes out in the playground and making a 

puppet of a character from the Owl and the Pussy Cat.  The day culminated in a 

whole school performance of the Owl and the Pussy Cat with musical accompaniment 

composed by the children during one of the afternoon activities.  Still to come later 

during this action-packed week, we have a visit from James Carter, an award-winning 

poet, a performance of the Railway Children by M&M Productions, a dress-up day 

and a day-long sponsored Readathon, as well as class poetry performances. 

 

Trips and Sporting Events 

Year 4 have again had the amazing opportunity of a one-night residential trip to the 

Jurassic Coast; staying in the youth hostel at Lulworth Cove.  The children explored 

Durdle Door, enjoyed a blustery but beautiful walk back to Lulworth Cove, 

discovered the truth behind the formation of Lulworth Cove and undertook a very 

successful fossil hunt on Charmouth Beach.  They were very lucky with the weather, 



 

49 

and while Salisbury was battered by storms, the sun shone in Dorset with only 2 short 

sharp showers while the children were exploring Durdle Door beach. 

Year 3 have squeezed in a visit to Stonehenge, Salisbury Museum and Pizza Express 

as well as had a stone-aged themed day at school ð all part of their Stone Age topic, 

Four plucky individuals entered the interschoolõsõ year 5&6 cross-country and ran very 

well.  A twice-weekly running club has been set up after school to improve the 

childrenõs running styles and endurance as they practice for both the Figsbury 

Challenge and the Salisbury Schools mini-marathon.   

The years 5/6 boysõ team football had a very successful tournament coming first 

overall. 

The Laverstock Tournament takes place later this term, with the school sending 

football and netball teams; we look forward to hearing all about it. So despite this 

short term, we have had an extremely busy and exciting time over the last few months 

and look forward to yet more fun and learning over the rest of the year, including a 

science week later this term. 

 

Friends of Winterbourne Earls School (FOWES) 

We have formed a new committee tasked with fundraising for the school and would 

welcome any local òfriendsó of the school who would like to join us.  This new group 

will replace the PTA and we would encourage everyone with a connection with the 

school be that through children, grandchildren or local interest to contact us to learn 

what our plans are and how you could help us raise even more funds.  These funds 

are traditionally used to offer the pupils experiences above and beyond everyday 

learning in the classroom.  For example, this term the money raised last year is 

funding a visit from a well-known poet to come and work with the children during our 

book week.  A substantial amount is also put towards class trips to subsidise these and 

keep costs as low as possible for parents. 
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Porton Toddler Group 
 

Calling all Babies and Toddlers 

(From birth to school) 

Bring your 

Mums, Dads, Grandparents or Carers  

to 

Play with some different toys 

Take part in our weekly craft or activity 

 Make some new friends 

Have a drink, snack and a chat 

 

 Tea and coffee for the adults, drink and snack for everyone else. 

You can now see us on Facebook. 

There is a warm welcome for all of you at the Memorial Hall Porton every 

Thursday morning from 10am -12md     £2 per family 

Why donõt you join us? 

 

 

Forthcoming Events 
 

The Village Diary is now held in Winterbourne Stores.  Please feel free to add details 

of future events.  

  

 Thurs 16th Mar at 7.45pm ð Bourne Valley Historical Society in The Glebe Hall, 

Winterbourne Earls, SP4 6HA ð Gary Price, Clerk of Works for Salisbury Cathedral 

will talk on "SALISBURY CATHEDRAL ð MAJOR REPAIR PROGRAMME". The 

meeting will open and close with refreshments, items from our archives will be on 

display and the Archive Room will be open. To borrow an item, please contact Tony 

Goodenough, our Archivist on 01980 610835.  Visitors are welcome to attend for a 

small donation. Contact Maureen 01980 611311 or www.bournevalleyhistory.co.uk 

 

Thurs 23rd Mar 7.30pm (Doors open at 7pm) at The Glebe Hall, Winterbourne 

Earls, SP4 6HA ð MOVIOLA FILM ð A STREETCAT NAMED BOB (12A).  

Based on the international best-selling book; the true feel-good story of how James 

Bowen, a busker and recovering drug addict had his life transformed when he met a 
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stray ginger cat. Tickets available in advance £6 from Winterbourne PO & Stores. 

Contact John: 01980 611352.  

  

Sat 1st Apr from about 12 noon; FIGSBURY CHALLENGE 2017. For those who 

have not been involved before, the Figsbury Challenge is a race / fun-run from 

Winterbourne Earls Primary School to the historic hill fort of Figsbury Ring.  The 

race this year will take place on the afternoon of Saturday April 1st 2017, with things 

starting from about midday.  There will also be a number of stalls, a fantastic raffle 

and refreshments available at the school on the day. 

The day consists of 3 separate parts; a 1k run for children in Reception and Years 1-2, 

a 3k run for children in Years 3-5 and a 5k multi-terrain run for Year 6, older siblings, 

parents, friends, local running clubs and pretty much anyone else! For more 

information, contact Winterbourne Earls School on 01980 611356. 

  

Thurs 6th Apr at 7.30pm ð BVHS & Gardening Club, at the Glebe Hall, 

Winterbourne Earls, SP4 6HA ð Andrew Tolman on "The Art of Topiary & 

Ornamental Hedges". This informative talk will give examples of good topiary, cover 

plant material which can be used, with hints & tips on how to improve your own 

clipping. Contact Bob 01980 619121. 

 

Sat 1
st
 April 2.00pm ð JUMBLE SALE in the Glebe Hall, Winterbourne Earls, SP4 

6HA with tea coffee and biscuits available. In aid of the Glebe Hall. Donations of 

jumble accepted at the hall from 9.30-11am. 

  

Fri 7th Apr from 10.00am to 11.30am ð CLUB FRIDAY MONTHLY TABLE 

SALE plus CAKES & PRESERVES, in aid of Bourne Valley Day Centre at the 

Methodist Hall, Winterbourne Dauntsey, SP4 6EW. Come along for Lots of Bargains 

and Gifts. Books, Cakes, Pottery, Bric-a-Brac. Served with coffee and a warm 

welcome. See you there!  Contact Hilary  01980 611575. 

  

Thurs 20th Apr at 7.45pm ð Bourne Valley Historical Society  in The Glebe Hall, 

Winterbourne Earls, SP4 6HA - Dr Francis Burroughes on "A VICTORIAN HEAD 

GARDENER". Visitors are welcome to attend for a small donation. Contact Maureen 

01980 611311 or www.bournevalleyhistory.co.uk 

  

Thurs 27th Apr 7.30pm (Doors open at 7pm) at The Glebe Hall, Winterbourne 

Earls, SP4 6HA ð MOVIOLA FILM ð A UNITED KINGDOM (12A). Tickets 

available in advance £6 from Winterbourne PO & Stores. Contact John: 01980 

611352.  
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Thurs 4th May at 7.30pm ð BVHS & Gardening Club, at the Glebe Hall, 

Winterbourne Earls, SP4 6HA ð Our AGM and Seed Sale. Join us for our Annual 

General Meeting, to discuss the year past and what we have planned for the future. All 

welcome. Contact Bob 01980 619121. 

  

Fri 5th May from 10.00am to 11.30am ð CLUB FRIDAY MONTHLY TABLE 

SALE plus CAKES & PRESERVES, in aid of Bourne Valley Day Centre at the 

Methodist Hall, Winterbourne Dauntsey, SP4 6EW. Come along for Lots of Bargains 

and Gifts. Books, Cakes, Pottery, Bric-a-Brac. Served with coffee and a warm 

welcome. See you there!  Contact Hilary  01980 611575. 

  

Sun 14th May ð BVHS & Gardening Club, An afternoon of OPEN GARDENS to 

include Nature's Treasure Hunt for the Children. Contact Bob 01980 619121. 

  

Thurs 18th May at 7.45pm ð Bourne Valley Historical Society  in The Glebe Hall, 

Winterbourne Earls, SP4 6HA ð Mary Smith on  "Lady M. Sex, Smallpox and the 

Salisbury connection". The meeting will open and close with refreshments, items from 

our archives will be on display and the Archive Room will be open. To borrow an 

item, please contact Tony Goodenough, our Archivist on 01980 610835.  Visitors are 

welcome to attend for a small donation. Contact Maureen 01980 611311 or 

www.bournevalleyhistory.co.uk. 

Sunday 21
st
 May 2.30pm ð Bourne Valley Singers òA time for singingó in The Glebe 

Hall, Winterbourne Earls, SP4 6HA. Tickets £10 to include a delicious cream tea. 

Posters out soon and tickets available from Isa 07976436101 or Isobel 01980 611375. 

What a lovely way to spend a Sunday afternoon. 

  

Thurs 25th May 7.30pm (Doors open at 7pm) at The Glebe Hall, Winterbourne 

Earls, SP4 6HA ð MOVIOLA FILM ð Title to be advised, please see Posters for 

details. Tickets available in advance £6 from Winterbourne PO & Stores. Contact 

John: 01980 611352.  

  

Fri 2nd Jun from 10.00am to 11.30am ð CLUB FRIDAY MONTHLY TABLE 

SALE plus CAKES & PRESERVES, in aid of Bourne Valley Day Centre at the 

Methodist Hall, Winterbourne Dauntsey, SP4 6EW. Come along for Lots of Bargains 

and Gifts. Books, Cakes, Pottery, Bric-a-Brac. Served with coffee and a warm 

welcome. See you there!  Contact Hilary  01980 611575. 

  

Thurs 8th June at 7.30pm ð BVHS & Gardening Club, at the Glebe Hall, 

Winterbourne Earls, SP4 6HA ð Speaker Meeting - Simpsons Seeds - Matt's talk 

focusses on bringing the old Kitchen Gardens at Longleat back to life, albeit 

http://www.bournevalleyhistory.co.uk/
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producing seeds rather than supplying the big house. He will include his passion for 

growing chillies and the race to set the UK record. Contact Bob 01980 619121. 

  

Thurs 15th Jun at 7.45pm ð Bourne Valley Historical Society  in The Glebe Hall, 

Winterbourne Earls, SP4 6HA - Guest Speaker & topic to be advised. Visitors are 

welcome to attend for a small donation. Contact Maureen 01980 611311 or 

www.bournevalleyhistory.co.uk 

  

Thurs 22nd June 7.30pm (Doors open at 7pm) at The Glebe Hall, Winterbourne 

Earls, SP4 6HA ð MOVIOLA FILM ð Title to be advised, please see posters for 

details. Tickets available in advance £6 from Winterbourne PO & Stores. Contact 

John: 01980 611352.  

  

Fri 7th Jul from 10.00am to 11.30am ð CLUB FRIDAY MONTHLY TABLE SALE 

plus CAKES & PRESERVES, in aid of Bourne Valley Day Centre at the Methodist 

Hall, Winterbourne Dauntsey, SP4 6EW. Come along for Lots of Bargains and Gifts. 

Books, Cakes, Pottery, Bric-a-Brac. Served with coffee and a warm welcome. See you 

there!  Contact Hilary  01980 611575. 

  

Sat 15th Jul ð BVHS & GARDENING CLUB ANNUAL SHOW,  in The Glebe 

Hall, Winterbourne Earls, SP4 6HA.  Wed 12th July, between 6.30pm & 8.30pm is 

when you should register your Entries.  Saturday Set-Up time is from 8.30am to 

10.30am.  Contact Bob  01980 619121. 

  

Thurs 20th Jul at 7.45pm ð Bourne Valley Historical Society  in The Glebe Hall, 

Winterbourne Earls, SP4 6HA - Guest Speaker & topic to be advised. Visitors are 

welcome to attend for a small donation. Contact Maureen 01980 611311 or 

www.bournevalleyhistory.co.uk 

  

Sat 22nd Jul 7.00pm ð PETE ALLEN'S ALL STAR JAZZ BAND  at The Grange, 

Winterbourne Dauntsey, near Salisbury, by kind permission of Mr & Mrs Rebdi.  An 

evening of traditional jazz in a beautiful thatched barn.  Tickets £21.  Picnic interval 8-

9pm.  BAR, ICE CREAMS.  Supporting Hope & Homes for Children, Registered 

Charity No. 1089490. For more information or tickets contact Chris Stanbury at 

chris@swallowcliffe.com or 01747 858016, or  www.hhc-sw.com. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hhc-sw.com/


 

54 

Pilates class free taster session by Angie Sutton 

 
Glebe Hall 

 

March 24
th
 10am 

All abilities and ages are catered for 

If popular Pilates could become a regular Friday morning booking 

 07876160706 angie.sutton@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Every Tuesday morning ð  
 

Winterbourne Strollers.  
 

Meet at Winterbourne Glebe Hall, for gentle warming-up exercises followed 

by a stroll around the village. Finish at 12 noon at Winterbourne Arms. 

Everybody is welcome. 

 

Contact Clare on 01980 611939. 

mailto:angie.sutton@hotmail.co.uk
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